
Research
into genes

THE genes of two icon-
ic Australian animals, the
kangaroo and the platy-
pus, have been used to
uncover the mysterious
origins of two debilitating
human diseases.

Research by Australian
National University scien-
tists is the first to prove
two rare genetic condi-
tions - Prader-Willi syn-
drome and Angelman
syndrome - evolved in
humans much more re-
cently than first thought.

The animals, examined
together, offer important
clues because they both
have very different repro-
duction systems: kangar-
oos bear tiny, live young
and the platypus lays eggs.

back

Ref: 24829573
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licensed copy

Daily Telegraph
01/11/2006
Page: 10
General News
Region: Sydney Circulation: 396506
Type: Capital City Daily
Size: 27.53 sq.cms
MTWTFS-


